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The organizations’ whose logos are shown on the first page are joined by the following organizations: 
 
ACROSS 
Affordable Housing Services 
Alameda Homeless Network 
Butler Valley, Inc. 
Cottonwood Community Park 
Free Range Opera Theater, Inc.  
Freedom To Live 
Heritage Museum of Orange County  
Klein and Roth Consulting 
 
 

Making Change For Children 
Point Cabrillo Lightkeepers Association 
Rediscovering Horses 
Rockin’ L&D Equine Education Services 
Smartsville Church Restoration Fund, Inc. 
The Law Office of Cameron Holland 
The Roshni Centre for Women 
Ukiah Valley Association for Habitation 
Ward Economic Development Corporation  
 

September 16, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Governor 
State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: VETO request - Senate Bill 549, Charitable Raffles (Hall) 
 
Dear Governor Brown, 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizational and individual members of CalNonprofits – more than one 
hundred California charity leaders – we write to offer our shared concerns with Senate Bill 549 and urge your 
veto. 
 
CalNonprofits is a statewide policy alliance of nearly 10,000 organizations, representing and promoting 
California’s growing nonprofit sector. The primary purpose of CalNonprofits – and the reason our 
organizations are members – is to work to bring the full power of nonprofits to strengthening communities by 
speaking with the voice of California nonprofits to the legislature, government agencies, philanthropy, and the 
public.  
 
Our sector was engaged in a multi-stakeholder process which in 2000 resulted in the enactment of a law 
requiring that 90 percent of the gross receipts from any raffle, conducted by a private, nonprofit eligible 
organization be directed to "beneficial and charitable purposes." Current law allows all charities to hold raffles 
and raise much-needed funds to support their mission-based activities – with a maximum raffle winner payout 
of 10 percent of the collected donations.  
 
SB 549 would create a carve-out with special rules for an exclusive set of nonprofit organizations affiliated 
with major league sports teams. According to SB 549, only these organizations would be authorized to profit  
from raffles that would allow up to 50 percent of raffle receipts to be awarded to a winner. All other charities – 
the overwhelming majority of the 72,000 nonprofit organizations in California – would be required to follow 
the 90/10 rules.  
 
Current law ensures that the primary purpose of any charitable raffle is to benefit a charity. Raffles with a 
50/50 split move away from that intent, and may inadvertently put more focus on gambling to win a cash prize.  
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Some nonprofits may be comfortable with holding such raffles, and others may not. But we strongly believe 
that laws governing charitable raffles should be tightly crafted with input from stakeholders throughout the 
sector and should treat charities equally.  
 
We thank you for looking out for these serious concerns of the charitable sector by vetoing SB 549. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jan Masaoka      Kris Sinclair 
Chief Executive Officer     Executive Director 
CalNonprofits      Association of California Symphony Orchestras 
San Francisco, CA     Sacramento, CA 
 
 
Cindy Duenas      Shamus Roller 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Center for Human Services    Housing California 
Modesto, CA      Sacramento, CA 
 
 
Ashley McCumber     Terence P. Mulligan 
Executive Director     President 
Meals on Wheels of San Francisco, Inc.   Napa Valley Community Foundation 
San Francisco, CA     Napa, CA 
 
 
Geoff D. Green      Traci Verardo-Torres  
Chief Executive Officer     Vice President, Government Affairs 
Santa Barbara City College Foundation   California State Parks Foundation  
Santa Barbara, CA     Sacramento, CA 
   
 
Andrew Cheyne      Jasna L. Baron 
Policy Director       Director of Finance & Administration 
California Association of Food Banks   KidWorks Community Development Corporation 
Oakland, CA      Santa Ana, CA 
 
 
Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker    Deborah Armstrong-Davis 
President      Chief Administrator 
Ward Economic Development Corporation  Legal Aid Society of San Bernardino 
Los Angeles, CA     San Bernardino, CA 
 

Eddie Kurtz      Kathleen Dreessen 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Courage Campaign     Napa Valley Community Housing 
Los Angeles, CA     Napa, CA 
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Sofia Klatzker      Sian Welch 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Arts for LA      Freedom To Live  
Los Angeles, CA     Encinitas, CA 
 
 
Laura Williston      Paul S. Castro 
President      President and CEO 
The Blood Centers of California    Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles 
Sacramento, CA     Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Marc Kenig      Marjeanne Stone, BA, M-RAS, CSC, CADCII 
President      Executive Director 
Free Range Opera Theater, Inc.    Empire Recovery Center 
Mountain View, CA     Redding, CA 
 
 
Annette Rose      Kathryn Fletcher 
Managing Director     President 
Antenna Theater     Napa Valley Playhouse 
Sausalito, CA      Napa, CA 
 
 
Jeanne Spurr      Gail Church 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Alternatives to Violence     Tree Musketeers 
Red Bluff, CA      El Segundo, CA 
 
 
Michael Williams     Ann Hancock 
Chair       Executive Director 
ACROSS      Center for Climate Protection 
Mt Shasta, CA      Santa Rosa, CA 
 
 
Karen L. Marlatt     Harley Noel 
CEO       President 
Valley Oak Children’s Services    Hawkes Homes, Inc. 
Chico, CA      Encinitas, CA 
 
 
Amy Paulson      Greta Nagel PhD 
Co-Founder & Executive Director   Director 
Global Gratitude Alliance    Museum of Teaching and Learning (MOTAL) 
San Francisco, CA     Fullerton, CA 
 
 
Sara Griffen, MS     Karen McClaflin 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Imperial Valley Food Bank    California Automobile Museum 
El Centro, CA      Sacramento, CA 
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Darryl Macdonald     John Gallogly 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Palm Springs International Film Festival   Theatre West 
Palm Springs, CA     Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Kit Burton      Michelle White 
President      Executive Director 
Smartsville Church Restoration Fund, Inc.   Affordable Housing Services 
Smartsville, CA      Pasadena, CA 
 
 
Talia Hassid      Mike Bassett 
Communications Coordinator    Executive Director/CEO 
Celiac Disease Foundation    Conservation Corps of Long Beach 
Woodland Hills, CA     Long Beach, CA 
 
 
Kim Klein      Heidi Pickman 
Partner       Communications Director 
Klein and Roth Consulting    California Assn for Micro Enterprise Opportunity (CAMEO) 
Oakland, CA      San Francisco, CA 
 
 
Michele Luna      Shelby Dunphy 
Executive Director     Co-Founder 
Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods   Rediscovering Horses 
Guerneville, CA     Santa Cruz, CA 
 
 
Robert Alfaro      Virginia Krutilek 
Executive Director     Chair 
Homies Organizing the Mission to Empower Youth Alameda Homeless Network 
San Francisco, CA     Alameda, CA 
 
 
Dee Dee Kiesow      Stacey Hunt 
Development Officer      Director 
Cityteam Ministries     Ecologistics, Inc. 
San Francisco, CA     San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
 

Edward Kaufman      Jean and Howard Somers 
Executive Director     Co-Founder 
Mission Graduates     Operation Engage America 
San Francisco, CA     San Diego, CA 
 

Summer Wheaton      Miriam Korn, MFT     
Founder and Executive Director    Executive Director 
Project Love Me     Youth Services Network 
Torrance, CA      Mission Hills, CA 
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Donna Sternberg     Toshonna Ross     
Artistic Director     Founder / Executive Director 
Donna Sternberg & Dancers    Courageous Women Association 
Santa Monica, CA     Oakland, CA 
 
 
Patricia Alcala      Yolanda Whittington, LCSW 
Executive Director/Founder    Executive Director 
Making Change For Children    SISTAHFRIENDS  
West Hills, CA      Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Geoff Link      Judy Voigt 
Executive Director     Co-Founder 
San Francisco Study Center    Voigt Family Sculpture Foundation 
San Francisco, CA     Geyserville, CA 
 
 
Jim Rogers      Tanya Smart 
CEO       President 
Family Care Network, Inc.    Point Cabrillo Lightkeepers Association 
San Luis Obispo, CA     Mendocino, CA 
 
 
Martin G. Schoonderwoerd, MBA, CHFM, FASHE Jena Price 
Chair of the Board of Trustees    Legislative Advocate 
Robert Mack Scholarship Foundation   California League of Conservation Voters (CLCV) 
Mendocino, CA      Oakland and Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Pam Jensen      Tim O’Connell 
Executive Director     Sr. Director, Policy & Advocacy 
Ukiah Valley Association for Habitation   Century Housing Corporation 
Ukiah, CA      Culver City, CA 
 
 
Bob Erlenbusch      Denise Kelly 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Sacramento Regional Coalition    North Peninsula Food Pantry & Dining Center 
  to End Homelessness        of Daly City 
Sacramento, CA     Daly City, CA 
 
 
Suzette Ott      Cameron Holland 
Executive Director     Nonprofit attorney 
Butler Valley Inc     The Law Office of Cameron Holland 
Eureka, CA      Alameda, CA 
 
 
Peter Comiskey      Margaret Travers 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Balboa Park Cultural Partnership   Ventura County Arts Council 
San Diego, CA      Ventura, CA 
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Paul Curtis      Cecily L. Jackson-Zapata 
Executive Director     Co-Founder 
California Coalition for Youth    Sustainable Law Group, P.C. 
Sacramento, CA      El Segundo, CA 
 
 
Mary O’Keeffe      Wendy Winks 
Community Development Director   Co-Founder / Executive Director 
Cottonwood Community Park    Rock School Scholarship Fund 
Cottonwood, CA     Toluca Lake, CA   
 
 
Barbara Rabia O'Loren     Heidi Doyle 
CEO       Executive Director 
The Roshni Centre for Women    Sierra State Parks Foundation 
Bayside, CA      Tahoe City, CA 
 
 
Howard Brodwin     Kevin Cabrera 
Founder      Interim Executive Director 
Sports and Social Change    Heritage Museum of Orange County  
Los Angeles, CA     Santa Ana, CA 
 
 
Jo Rosen      Karae Lisle 
Founder & President     CEO  
Parkinson’s Resource Organization   Peninsula Volunteers, Inc. 
Palm Desert, CA      Menlo Park, CA 
 
 
Mark Masaoka      Amy Jester 
Policy Director      Program Director 
Asian Pacific Policy & Planning Council (A3PCON) Northern California Association of Nonprofits 
Los Angeles, CA     Bayside, CA 
 
 
Lori Hall-McNary 
CEO and Program Director 
Rockin’ L&D Equine Education Services 
San Diego, CA 

Individual signers, organization for identification purpose only: 
 
 
Richard A. Braun, MD     Janis Brewer 
Chairman      Non-profit Consultant 
Jewish Music Commission of LA   Janis Brewer Consulting 
Los Angeles, CA     San Francisco, CA 
 
 
Charlaine Mazzei, MSW    Debra Suh 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
Del Norte Senior Center     Center for the Pacific Asian Family 
Redwood Cove Senior Apartments   Los Angeles, CA 
Crescent City, CA 
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Terry O’Neal-O'Rourke (retired) and   Emily R. Banks, CPA 
Patrick K. O'Rourke, M.P.A./C.F.R.M.   Accounting Manager 
Master of Public Affairs - Nonprofit Management Clark & Company 
Certificate of Fundraising Management   Irvine, CA 
Ferndale, CA    
 
 
Dale Gorman      Paul Ideker 
Executive Director     President & CEO 
Kids’ Community Dental Clinic    Redlands Symphony 
Burbank, CA      Redlands, CA 
 
 
Lisa Lucio       Arthur Rubin 
Consultant      Founding Partner 
Grants & More      Life Skills ESL 
Los Angeles, CA     Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Diep Vuong      Elena O. Heil 
Co-Founder      Head of School 
Pacific Links Foundation    St. Helena Montessori 
Milpitas, CA      St. Helena, CA 
 
 
Irving "Jake" Jacoby, MD, FACP, FACEP, FAAEM Erin Nielsen 
Emeritus Professor of Emergency Medicine  Executive Director 
UC San Diego School of Medicine   Tustin Community Foundation 
San Diego, CA      Tustin, CA 
 
 
Tom Jenkins      Nancy Menzies 
Chief Operating Officer     Director 
Diabetes Camping and Educational Services  Vajrayana Foundation 
Playa Vista, CA      Watsonville, CA 
 
 
Gilbert Guerin      Marilyn Jasper 
Professor Emeritus     Director  
San José State University    Public Interest Coalition 
Foster City, CA      Loomis, CA 
 
 
Lupe Ramos-Silva     David Wilkerson 
Sherman Oaks, CA     Fair Oaks, CA 
 
 
Kenneth Salazar     Norma Mtume 
Ontario, CA      Los Angeles, CA   
 
 
Lucy Haab 
San Jose, CA 


