
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June 20, 2018 

 

The Honorable Toni G. Atkins 

President pro tem 

State Senate 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Bill Dodd    The Honorable Anthony Portantino 

Chair, Senate Committee on Governmental   Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations 

State Capitol       State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814    Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 2252 – State Grants Administrator 

 

Dear Pro Tem Atkins and Senators Dodd and Portantino, 

 

As leaders of the nonprofit community in California, we write to express our support for AB 

2252 which would create a centralized online portal where grant seekers can find state grant 

opportunities and enable nonprofits to submit state grant applications electronically. 

 

Government grants make up almost half of contributed income to nonprofits, as noted in 

CalNonprofits’ seminal report, Causes Count: The Economic Power of California’s Nonprofit 

Sector. However, California currently does not have a centralized database that nonprofits can 

access to identify state grants they might be eligible for, making it difficult for many nonprofits 
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to find the information they need about state funding opportunities. This disproportionately 

impacts underserved communities and smaller nonprofits, making it harder for them to 

compete for and procure state funds. The lack of a centralized portal also makes it challenging 

for the state to get approved funds out the door to organizations capable of meeting the state’s 

objectives. 

 

By maximizing state grant opportunities, AB 2252 will strengthen the long-standing partnership 

between nonprofits and the state in providing essential services to Californians. We urge your 

support of this needed legislation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

April Newlander 

Executive Director 

Sanctuary Forest 

Whitehorn 

Senate District 2 

 

Libby Maynard  

Executive Director  

Ink People, Inc. 

Eureka  

Senate District  2 

 

Janet Hecht 

Executive Director  

The Children's Tree House  

San Jose  

Senate District  2 

 

Robin Adams  

Founder and Director  

Solano Computer & Digital Skills Center  

Fairfield  

Senate District  3 

 

Gail Wadsworth  

Executive Director  

California Institute for Rural Studies  

Davis   

Senate District 3 

 

Cynthia Duenas  

Executive Director  

Center for Human Services  

Modesto  

Senate District 5 

Annabelle Hall  

Director  

Propel a Cure  

Orinda  

Senate District  7 

 

Dennis Romano  

Executive Director  

Alameda Council of Community Mental 

Health Agencies - ACCMHA  

Oakland  

Senate District  9 

 

Thomas LaFrance  

Finance/Admin Coordinator  

Men Creating Peace  

Oakland  

Senate District  9 

 

Salena Copeland 

Executive Director 

Legal Aid Association of California 

Oakland 

Senate District 9 

 

Tammy Chan 

Operations Director 

United Roots 

Oakland 

Senate District 9 
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Greg Kepferle  

CEO  

Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County  

San Jose  

Senate District  10 

 

Ethan Robinson  

Director of Operations  

Greater Opportunities for the 

Developmentally Disabled  

Santa Clara  

Senate District  10 

 

Jan Masaoka 

CEO  

California Association of Nonprofits  

San Francisco 

Senate District 11 

 

David Dubinsky  

CEO  

Pomeroy Recreation and Rehabilitation 

Center  

San Francisco  

Senate District  11 

 

Karen Nemsick  

Executive Director  

Rebuilding Together San Francisco  

San Francisco  

Senate District 11 

 

George Saxton  

Executive Director  

San Francisco - Ho Chi Minh City Sister City 

Committee  

San Francisco  

Senate District 11 

 

Jena Schwirtz  

Director of Operations  

SOMArts Cultural Center  

San Francisco  

Senate District  11 

 

 

 

Maria Alvarez 

CFO  

Youth Leadership Institute  

San Francisco  

Senate District  11 

 

Jennifer Woltz  

Executive Director  

Asili Research Alliance  

San Carlos  

Senate District  13 

 

Carol Nunnally  

Founder  

K-12 Team  

Mountain View  

Senate District  13 

 

Heather Cleary  

CEO  

Peninsula Family Service  

San Mateo 

Senate District  13 

 

Ken Goldstein  

Executive Director  

Recovery Cafe San Jose  

San Jose  

Senate District  15 

 

Jim Roberts  

Founder/CEO  

Family Care Network, Inc.  

San Luis Obispo  

Senate District  17 

 

Lupe Ramos-Silva 

Director of Development 

Exceptional Minds 

Tarzana 

Senate District 18 

 

Courtney Oliphant 

Managing Director 

Lower Depth Theatre Ensemble 

North Hollywood  

Senate District 18 
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Denise Bickerstaff  

Director of Business Development and 

Administration  

Cabrillo Economic Development 

Corporation  

Ventura  

Senate District  19 

 

Nancy Pitchford-Zhe  

Executive Director  

Blue Star Ranch, Serving Our Nations' 

Veterans  

Santa Clarita 

Senate District  21 

 

Tammy Membreno  

Executive Director  

Barrio Action Youth and Family Center  

Los Angeles  

Senate District 24 

 

Melissa Crandall  

Director of Operations  

Cancer Care Network Foundation  

Los Angeles  

Senate District  24 

 

Kenneth Martinet  

President/CEO  

Catholic Big Brothers Big Sisters  

Los Angeles  

Senate District  24 

 

Martins Nwaege  

President/ CEO  

Abundance for All Inc  

Westchester  

Senate District  26 

 

Melissa Crandall  

Director of Communications and 

Development   

Institute for Religious Tolerance, Peace and 

Justice  

Los Angeles  

Senate District  26 

 

Brenda Valiente  

Executive Director 

The Promises Foundation 

Los Angeles  

Senate District  26 

 

Marilyn Geller  

Chief Executive Officer  

Celiac Disease Foundation  

Woodland Hills 

Senate District  27 

 

Crystal Naone Ph.D. 

CEO 

Boys and Girls Club of Greater Conejo 

Valley 

Agoura Hills  

Senate District 27 

 

Kristen Newsome  

Executive Director  

My Sister's Keeper Success Institute, Inc.  

Murrieta  

Senate District  28 

 

Michelle Edwards  

Director  

Talent for Epilepsy  

Buena Park  

Senate District  32 

 

Eba Laye  

President  

Whole Systems Learning  

Downey 

Senate District  32 

 

Sara Silva  

Co-Executive Director, Chief Financial & 

Operations Manager  

EntreNous Youth Empowerment Services, 

Inc – Compton YouthBuild  

Compton  

Senate District  35 
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Rochelle Mills  

President and CEO  

Innovative Housing Opportunities  

Irvine   

Senate District  37 

 

Paul Downey  

President/CEO  

Serving Seniors  

San Diego  

Senate District  39 

 

Kathie Moehlig  

Executive Director  

TransFamily Support Services  

San Diego  

Senate District  39 

 

Mark Breitenberg  

Executive Director  

The Narrative Method  
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